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Dear friends, 

 

The times we are in currently have been described in many ways… “Strange, uncertain, unsettling, 

scary, dangerous, etc.” All of these descriptions are true in some measure.  But one term in 

particular has left me a little uneasy in recent days, and I have tried to avoid using it – 

“unprecedented”. 

 

Of course there is much about this time that is indeed unique and unprecedented; like our national 

and global response to the crisis. But the fact of a pandemic ravaging our people is not 

unprecedented… a cursory glance through human history is enough to make this obvious. We don’t 

even have to look further back than 1918, and the outbreak of the “Spanish Flu”. It calls to mind the 

sage (albeit rather sad) words from Ecclesiastes 1:9-10, “What has been will be again, what has 

been done will be done again; there is nothing new under the sun. Is there anything of which one 

can say, ‘Look! This is something new’? It was here already, long ago; it was here before our 

time.” 

 

The problem is that we just don’t have enough of a collective living memory of previous pandemics 

that wreaked havoc, and how we overcame them… 1918 was just far enough back for most of those 

who lived through it to no longer be with us to offer hope and encouragement, to remind us that we 

have been through similar hardships before – and we made it. The very next verse from Ecclesiastes 

1 laments this same problem, “No one remembers the former generations…” (Ecclesiastes 1:11). 

And because no one remembers them, listens to their stories, and draws inspiration from them, we 

tend to feel that our current situation is unprecedented. And that’s quite terrifying for most! 

 

It’s a condition that might rob us of the tremendous comfort to be drawn from those who have gone 

before, and overcame… it’s a condition that might dull our senses to the biblical instruction to 



 

 

“Bless the Lord… and forget not [remember] all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love 

and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.” (From Psalm 

103:1-5) 

 

I have the privilege of my grandmother living with us (and in times like these I am reminded again 

of just what a wonderful privilege this is!). She was born the youngest of 13 children shortly after 

the outbreak of the “Spanish Flu”, and remembers how her older siblings and parents struggled for 

years afterwards to recover from the devastation caused. But she also remembers how people 

looked out for each other, how they worked together to restore their livelihoods, how they 

appreciated again the wonder of being in each other’s company, and how they overcame. 

 

Oh that more of us would remember; that we would not grow weary because we feel these times are 

unprecedented and are overwhelmed by the challenge of it. That we would remember we have 

overcome before, and – together – we will overcome again. 

 

In these trying times, “Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 

promised is faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23). We remember all of you in our prayers. 

 

Grace & peace to you, 

The St Columba’s Team 

 


