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Re ection

Sunday Service
This coming Tuesday is
the 9th of June, a day
that the wider church,
remembers the man
a ter whom our
congregation takes its
name.

Frida Podcas

We pray for our family and friends

Dear Friends and Members of St Columba’s
A big thank you to all who have been making contributions via Zapper and direct
deposits into the St Columba’s bank account.

At first, the notion of making

payments with my phone was so strange, but now I am excited by how easy it is.
As the proper stewardship of your money is very important to us, we will assume
that any amount we receive from you will be accounted for firstly as part of your
pledge and thereafter, or if you haven’t pledged, as a donation or plate offering. *
If your contribution is towards a special project, please indicate so in the reference
block on the instruction to the bank or zapper.
Thank

you

once

again

for

your

generosity

during

these

extraordinary

circumstances. Our ability to help those in need is very reliant on your continuing
contributions!
Please stay safe and continue to connect with us via social media.
Kind regards
Alethea Homewood
* For more information on the pledge, plate offering and donations, please
click here to access the 2020 Stewardship Report.

Some wonderful news from
Peter and Lynette Visser

Our Eldest daughter Carol has been awarded
the prestigious Robert E Coleman award in
Evangelism, teaching and preaching from
Weaton College in the USA
Proud Parents

Congratulations Carol!

Friday Podcast
THE SONGS THAT WE SING
Episode 2
2020/06/05

Wednesday 3rd June 2020

Sunday 31st May 2020

We p r a y f o r
our friends
in hospital
Linda Brown

REM EM B ER O U R M EM B ERS
AT H O M E W H O NEED O U R
PRAY ERS
Tony Black, Marie Morris, Carol Honeywill, Carmen Atteridge, Jo Burger,
Baby Palesa, Lanya Stanek, Wiandri Worth, Lizzie Staughton- Clark, David Hume,
Gill Marshall, Kathy Brown & her sister Jacqui van Staden, Kristine Sishi, Mary
Livonius, Margaret Gaul, Peter Auld, Beth Strachan, Marie Harding,
Terry Squires, Rosemary (Rose) Grace, Justine Nel, Margaret Mackay,
Nicholas Challis, Jenny van Dongen, Patricia Hampshire, Jean Hall, Rae Mac Leod,
Joanna MacKay, Clive Rosen, Nancy Kelly, Oswald (Ossie) Boje,
Irene Duley, Hugh and Esme Arnott, Mary McKenna, Inga Sellick,
Cheryl Wood, Anne Geldenhuys, Sue Robertson,
Jim Mcintosh, Jean Wood, Annette Samson,
Jack Forbes, Lorna Greenwood, Maureen Dott,
Peter Visser, Clarissa Bihl, Iris Fair, Bronwen Hampshire,
Kit Bradford, Doug Shaddock, Penny Shaddock,
Richard Clowes, Alison Prentice, Adri Mau ,
Doug Du Bourg, Dot Montgomery,
Ann Klemptner, Vic Mc Culloch, Elna Blom,
Doug Anderson.

WE PRAY FOR MEMBERS’
RELATIVES & FRIENDS WHO ARE
UNWELL

Nicholas Burke – friend of Jill Nimmo
Anton Lamprecht, Hanlie Theron - friends of Riebeek & Liaan vd Spuy.
Doug & Janet Drysdale and their family and Colin Barlow - friends of
John Hare
Hilary, John and Angelica Morford, Mary Jager and James Rebello friends of Alison Prentice.
Vivienne, Patrick & Ashley O’Brien, Ansa Basson & Fred Arlow – family
& friends of Nancy Kelly
Fikkert and Pat Goldhawk – friends of Tricia Llewellyn
Shona A eridge - sister-in-law of Peter and Linda A eridge
Valerie Stewart – daughter-in-law of Lesley Stewart
Justine, Noa and Emelia Reardon, David, Mary & Mike Shelleto,
Douglas & Madelaine Burns, – family & friends of Rosella Robertson
Miranda & Grahame Wilkinson – daughter and son-in-law Marian Hill
Kerry Horwood, Louise and Denzil McGlashan, & Gail Roberts –
daughter, sister & brother-in-law and friend of Andy & Lyn White
Sally Dansey – family of Wendy Gardiner
Andre van der Walt - friend of Etienne Jaques
Jacqui Wilson - daughter-in-law of Margie Wilson
Keryn Norman – granddaughter of Joan Brown
Dylan Saks – grandson of John & Val van Dyk
Yvonne Jaques – friend of Kevin Kraak
Andre van der Walt - friend of Etienne Jaques
Tandi Meikle – family of Maureen Do
Do Kruger – friend of Moira Robinson
Hugh James & Claire Perkin – family of Gill Forbes

Liz De Klerk - mum of Dale De Klerk

Peter Hamilton - family of Graham Hamilton
Sandra Steneker & Connor Beamish –friend of Yvonne Gann

Ken Wyman, Robert Campbell, li le Andre Ambrose & family, Greta’s son
and grandson - family & friends of Jack & Gael Forbes
Grant Benne s, Cathy Rocher and Ethne Geoghagan - friend of the Deans
Jess Miller, Gordon Fraser & Teagan – daughter & friends of Janet and Rory
Miller
Ashley Stephens - granddaughter of Joy Stephens
Pat Randell – family of Robyn Milton
Debbie Symes – friend of Desiree Nimmo
Malcolm Lawson & Dawn Wybrow– brother & niece of Lorna Wybrow
Pat Randell – family of Robyn Milton
Marcel Kapp – friend of Jane Ballot
Georgia Shelver & Robert Hofmeyr – mum and friend of Clive and Pauline
Shelver
Gregory Shave – friend of Laurence Gaul
Danny Adams –family of Rona Lobban
Christiana Dionisio – friend of Nic and Wendy Challis
Malenie Bruwer – friend of Dale Hastings
Tim Crankshaw – son-in-law of Gill Fairlamb
Staysey Reymond and Corrie—friend and mum of Elna and Ernie Blom

Gaynor and Bruce Hastie - friends of St Columba's
Alyson Lacy, Simon Allen, Roy & Denise Kemp, Colin de Jager and Biddy
Lacy – relatives & friends of Patrick & Genevieve Lacy
Margie Maker - beloved wife of Alan Maker
Anthony Ten Brink – nephew of Wilma Ten Brink
Cindy Spencer - relation of Barry & Liz Sanders
Kirsten Bihl, Geo rey Bihl, Laurian Goodwin –
children of Fred & Clarissa Bihl
Anneli Bates and Sharon Murdock – sister and friend of
Bruce and Hermina Pa on
Linda, Wesley Stolarczyk & Yvonne Gehlig – family &
friends of Barbara McCoy
Vin and Mary Baxter – family of Jean Gaydon
Terrick La Combre and his wife Kerry and their li le children brother and sister-in-law of Jacqui Bester.
Esme and Hazel Naude, Pat Cassim and Martin Botha - friends of Geo
& Marianne Van Heerden
Gerry Balich, & Ulla – friends of Tilly Wood
Florrie Esterhuizen – aunt of Desiree Nimmo
Alison Scheurer – daughter of Charles and Mavis Dewar
Elaine Louverdis – mum of Lee-Ann Louverdis
Annie & Chris’s daughter, Saskia - friends of Doug & Zoe Howie
Lan, Debbie and baby Lilah – relatives of Tania Hofmeyr
Kelsi and Dylan Peel –children of Juanita Peel
Shane Bacon –friend of Jenny Mans eld
Ayanda Sishi – daughter of Kristine Sishi
Val & Brian Duigan - sister & brother-in-law of Rod & Pam Nicholls
Wondera Olivier – friend of Juliet Hofmeyr

This coming
Tuesday is the 9th
of June, a day that
the wider church,
remembers the
man after whom
our congregation
takes its name.

“Feast Days” are more commonly
observed in the Orthodox, Roman
Catholic and Anglican Traditions
and are opportunities to pause
and reflect on the lives lived by
women and men of distinction - in
relation to the Christian Faith. A
well-known example would be the
Feast Day of (Mother) Teresa of
Calcutta (5 September – the date is
more often than not determined by
the date of the person’s death). A
brief biography is generally read
out as a part of morning or
evening prayers or otherwise read
by individuals as a personal
discipline. Just as a sportsperson
may be inspired by stories of
sporting heroes, so it is argued
that the life of the church may be
moved to greater heights by
recalling the lives of the “saints”.

Columba was born in Ireland in 521. As a young man, he
entered the monastic life and later, together with his
“disciples”,

went on to establish a

number

of

monasteries, the most famous of which is the abbey on
the island of Iona, which may still be visited today,
although in a significantly altered form. Iona is referred to
by some as the “symbolic centre for Scottish Christianity”
and this as a result of the missionary efforts that formed
part of its life and work.

A dated prayer inspired by the life
of Columba
O God, by the preaching of your
blessed servant Columba you
caused the light of the Gospel to
shine in Scotland: Grant, we pray,
that, having his life and labours in
remembrance, we may show our
thankfulness to you by following
the example of his zeal and
patience; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

WE ARE STREAMING OUR
SERVICES EVERY WEDNESDAY @
6.30 PM AND SUNDAY @ 9 AM
JUST CLICK ON ANY OF THE PLATFORMS
P R O V I D E D I N T H I S W E E K LY

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
7th June
Robert Fleming, Elvet Gehring
Sandra (Sandy) Steele
Martha (Martje) (Martha) Theron
8th June
Don Collie, Nanetta Hertog
Justine Lacy, Tom Peart
Kathryn Somerville, Mandy Stephens
Dennis Stewart
9th June
Anca Ghetea, Kaylee Ritchie
Martin Wright
10th June
Adrienne Kasongo, Carol Ronaldson
11th June
Linda Dreyer, Aime Kruger
Doreen Pooley
12th June
Bruce Forbes, David Hume
Errol O`Brien, Federick Van Zyl
13th June
Michael Barnett, Steve Braham
Derich Serfontein
Kate Spooner

NEEDING HELP?
Dear Friends
We are aware that during
these try ing times some
of you may be struggl ing
to put sufficient food
on the tabl e for your
family.
If you find yoursel f
in this position, pl ease
contact us at
admin@stcol umbas.org.za
.
Your email wil l be
treated as strictly
confidential .

Lectionary Readings
Monday: Job 38:1-21
Tuesday: Job 38:34-39:4, 26-40:5
Wednesday: John 14:15-31
Thursday: 1 Kings 8:10-13, 22-30
Friday: 1 Corinthians 12:1-13
Saturday: Psalm 29

FAMILY

OF THE WEEK

CHARLIE, DESHUN, EDWARD
AND JUDITH

CHARLIE, DESHUN, EDWARD AND JUDITH

We are the family of the week - the Other Besters of St. Columba’s. If you don’t know or
recognize us, that may be because early in the 9:30 service, whilst you are listening to the Jaco
and Jacquie Besters at the front, we sneak in, and lurk at the back. (Of course Deshun and I
have made resolutions aplenty to be punctual, but resolutions alone do not cause revolutions).
For many, Deshun is recognizable, but not as a Bester. For the most part, she goes by the name
Deshun Deysel - a name that became known to the public in 1996 when she was included in
the historic South African 1st expedition to Mount Everest. The 1996 season was marked by
the storm that took the lives of 12 climbers and recounted in John Krakauer’s book, Into thin
Air, and the recent lm Everest.
A fortnight after the storm her teammates, Ian Woodall and Cathy O’ Dowd placed the new SA
ag atop the peak, while Bruce Herod the photographer summited but didn’t make it back to
camp.

Deshun has been on 14 high altitude
expeditions. She returned to Everest in
2003 and came within 500 vertical
metres of the summit when a storm in
the “Death Zone (+8000 metres) pushed
everyone back to camp 4. The inevitable
question is whether her husband is also
a mountaineer, and the modest answer is
“yes”. I have twice summited Melville
Koppie, once a solo attempt on the east
summit that is still spoken about in
hushed tones when I enter rooms.

We have not always been St Columbia’s
backbenchers. I arrived at St Columba’s
almost a full decade ago. If you attended
the evening service back then, on
occasion you may recall a

man who

looked like Andrew Ridgely striding down
the aisle to one of the front pews. That
was me. The Andrew Ridgely part was a
compliment a girl paid me in Std 9 (the
year ‘86), and - Wham! - it left an abiding
impression on me.
Why would you remember anything a
decade ago, let alone this? Well, I sat in
solitary splendor among the

rst

ve

pews, not another mortal within 5 metres
of me, practicing what in hindsight was a
very early form of social distancing. I felt
like I was the school bus driver, and

At this time there was a group headed by Chris

behind me all of you pea-shooters in the

Griswold and Kevin Kraak who helped young

back snickering your careless whispers.

people to mingle. Like some youth League

What sort of bafoon with what levels of

presidents, Deshun and I somehow made the cut.

EQ would sit in the rst ve pews? Such

On one occasion we were invited to see for

fell on deaf ears. For indeed I was thrust

ourselves the problems besetting that rugby

forward precisely because of my hearing.

team. We sat in an Ellis Park stadium that might
have been rehearsing social distancing, for I think
each one of us, the 21 spectators, had our own
section. Contrary to expectations, the

Deshun and I were then, in 2010, spritely
40 year olds, only just married, without
dependants or descendants.
Although active members of another
congregation, I found space at St
Columba’s on a Sunday evening. Chunky
Young would expound on the problems
facing the Lions, and I would listen
patiently.

triumphed.

Lions

Through this group I also found myself
meeting St Columba’s member, Richard
Gush. He, I and

ve others shared a

dormitory in Bloemfontein in 1984. 1984
was

the

year

Orwell

foresaw

Klaxons
Clap-Clap song

considerable problems for the planet,
and he was not altogether wrong,
because the Klaxons Clap-Clap song
headed the charts for 32 weeks. Each
Friday, through the grim winter, after
lights out, we would wait for the moment
when

Gruesome

Gresham

would

announce the hit the nation - or at least
the palest part thereof - had placed at
number 1. Spring was well past and the
cruel, cruel summer gone before the song
started to wane and fade, only to be
replaced by a song about the unlikely
combination of pineapple and ground
coffee.

Through this group I also found myself meeting St Columba’s member, Richard Gush. He, I and ve
others shared a dormitory in Bloemfontein in 1984. 1984 was the year Orwell foresaw considerable
problems for the planet, and he was not altogether wrong, because the Klaxons Clap-Clap song
headed the charts for 32 weeks. Each Friday, through the grim winter, after lights out, we would wait
for the moment when Gruesome Gresham would announce the hit the nation - or at least the palest
part thereof - had placed at number 1. Spring was well past and the cruel, cruel summer gone before
the song started to wane and fade, only to be replaced by a song about the unlikely combination of
pineapple and ground coffee.
In 1985 Springbok Radio, The House of Delegates, the Berlin Wall and the Lion Cup were xed,
immutable features on a rigid landscape. I never knew they were just a few years from falling down or
falling by the wayside - as transient as a number one hit single.
And I never knew that only a few years thereafter I would be falling for a woman who grew up in a
township I had never heard of - Ennerdale. It is a township that sits both on the periphery of
Johannesburg and of suburban awareness. Like Lenasia, its somewhere out there but where exactly?

Deshun and I met

in ‘92. She was

working as a waitress in a cocktail bar.
Actually she was a Shop assistant at
Southgate and Boys 2 Men meant a lot. I
But just because you were falling,
doesn’t mean you fell. A brief romance
was interspersed by 14 years in which
this boy was still trying to nd manhood.
14 years later a Google Search brought
us back into each other’s orbits, and in
2009 we married.
But Deshun and I were not members of
St Columba’s back then in 2010. We
were

happy

members

of

Melville

Junction - a congregation whose name
hinted that

had got side tracked in

Melville (and was therefore running
late).

As I say, I only came to St Columba’s on occasion - and that for respite. And respite was needed.
For at just about the same time Elton Jantjies started to nd necessary space for his back line ,
we by contrast, entered that centripetal Lockdown period known as “young kids”. Whenever you
want to get out, you have to be in. And then on Sunday morning, snug inside, just as the sermon
is about to kick off, exercise time - you’re forced outside to push the kids on the swing. So the
Sunday evening service became a lovely moment away from home.
First Edward arrived, then two-and-a-half years later, his sister Judith. By the time we looked up
and outward again, the Lions had won the Currie Cup and the beloved country had been sold to
an Indian computer rm.
Of course, too , sadly Chunky Young had died - and replaced by not one but two Sharks
supporters. However, in change there is stasis, for once again I found myself patiently listening
to Ministers who supported a losing team. In one of those turning points in life, I found myself
older than the Ministers, so I did my best wherever possible to commiserate, to comfort and to
console.

Just over a year ago, we joined St Columba’s as members. For Edward and Judith it
has been a wonderful switch. The vibrant youth section, friends from PVJ include
Eloise and Olivia, Lorato and Sarah, and for Edward, Ryan, Miguel and Samantha. In
fact if Ryan were still at PVJ, the U9 Swimming relay team would be almost
exclusively St Columba’s : Edward, Ryan and Samantha.

For Deshun and I, we’ve found such ease and and fun at St Columba’s, felt so quickly
a part of the congregation.
And then came 2020:
I breathed a sigh of relief. That dear but tiring and relentless period of looking after
young kids, was easing. Judith was nally at big school in Grade 1, hoping when she
grows up to be a policewoman and a ballerina. (I think this is the female equivalent
of being an of cer and a gentleman).

For Edward in Grade 3 the thought of spreading his wings and becoming a pilot
inspires him.
With 50 in sight, now was a time for me. A time I had earned. A time to launch out
with projects dear to my own heart, projects I believe the Lord has called me to, and
to which I can testify to why I believe that it is He Who called. A trip to Soweto last
year with Tara, and trips to Alex with Alistair and Joanne this year, only intensifying
that sense of calling.

And then, suddenly along with millions of others, this strange confounding, this
slow realizing.

Lockdown: Start again. Wash. Launder. Cook. Tutor
Slow down. What’s important? What endures?
What is shaken? What remains? Who reigns?

The answer to that I found neatly encapsulated in a book by Warren Wiersbe, “The bumps
are what you Climb on”.
Commenting on Revelation 19:6
Allelujah, for the Lord God almighty reigneth!”
he writes,
‘God is reigning today. He has not abdicated His throne and turned the universe over to the
enemy. It is true that much that goes on in this world is contrary to His will. But where he
does not rule, He overrules, and His purposes are going to be ful lled. After all, He is the
Lord, - the God omnipotent, all powerful.
We can entrust our lives and our loved ones into the hands of this kind of God. When you
nd yourself discouraged or worried or afraid, just remember that “the Lord God,
omnipotent reigneth”. This is the secret of peace and joy in the midst of a troubled world.’
All glory to our Father in heaven, and to the Lamb who was slain, and to the Holy Spirit.
‘“Your God reigns.”’ (Isaiah 52:7)
God bless,
With our love
Charlie, Deshun, Edward and Judith

As the proper stewardship of your money is very
important to us, we will assume that any amount we
receive from you will be accounted for rstly as part of
your pledge and therea er, or if you haven’t pledged, as a
donation or plate o ering. If your contribution is towards
a special project, please indicate so in the reference block
on the instruction to the bank or zapper.
Bank Details:
Standard Bank, Rosebank
Branch 004305,
Account: 001948776
Name: St. Columba's
Presbyterian Church

CALLED TO AN EVER MORE FAITHFUL SERVICE OF
THE GOSPEL, AT ST COLUMBA’S WE SEEK TO DRAW
PEOPLE INTO A MORE MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIP
WITH JESUS CHRIST
2 ANTHEM ASSEMBLE

jOIN US THIS
SUNDAY @ 9AM

