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LETTER FROM 
REV JACO 
BESTER

Dear friends,
 
I’m sure you’ll all agree that 
the sharing and hearing of 
good news in trying times 
has a wonderful ability to lift 
heavy spirits and strengthen 
resolve; it’s also an echo of 
the Church’s call to share the 
Gospel (Good News) with a 
world that more often than 
not finds itself in desperate 
times.



So, as we watch the Clicks debacle play out on our news feeds, and learn more 
about how government officials continue to plunder state resources (including 
the use of military aircraft), and are told about the sorry state of our national 
cricket association, and hear the pain in Caster’s voice as she laments yet 
another setback for justice… ok, I’m out of breath now and there are too many 
other stories to list. The time is right for a little bit of good news!

 

We’ve mentioned a number of times in the past few months of various 
stages of lockdown that the work of St Columba’s continues in new but 
faithful ways. And we’ve also taken some opportunities to express thanks 
to those who have worked tirelessly to make sure that this is the case. 
Today I’d like to highlight (in brief) some of the work being done by the 
committees who form part of Session… and to thank the convenors and 
members of these committees… for this is good news worth telling and 
hearing.



To Graham and the 
Board of Management, 
who have continued in 
their excellent work of 
faithfully managing the 
finances of our 
congregation, in very 
tough times. 

To Carolien and the Pastoral 
Committee, who have done 
tremendous work in maintaining a 
sense of connection and caring for 
many of our members who have felt 
particularly isolated in this time.

To Linsey and the Outreach 
Committee, who have worked 
ceaselessly in an attempt to meet, in a 
loving way, the desperate need that 
we have encountered. 



We believe that you can be proud of these teams. They have been 
committed, conscientious and have helped steer us through choppy waters, 
especially given the circumstances surrounding Covid-19. If you would be 
interested in learning more about the work of these committees, and 
perhaps even getting involved, please reach out to Pauline Shelver 
(pauline@stcolumbas.org.za), and she will put you in touch with the relevant 
person.

“Fluit, fluit, my storie is uit…”

Love,
Jaco

And to Jill and the Worship 
Committee, who have been hard at 
work (especially in the last few 
months), in researching and putting 
together the necessary protocols 
for our return to in-person worship 
on the first Sunday of October. 

To John and the 
Communications Committee, 
who have done an incredible 
job of introducing new forms 
of communication to keep 
people connected and 
maintain our services of 
worship online. 



CONDOLENCES
O U R  S I N C E R E  C O N D O L E N C E S  
T O  A N D Y  &  L Y N  W H I T E  A N D  

T H E I R  F A M I L Y  O N  T H E  D E A T H  
O F  A N D Y ' S  S I S T E R ,  L O U I S E  

( L O U )



Please remember to 
 complete our church 

 service survey

https://www.cognitoforms.com/StColumbasChurch/stcolumbaspresbyterianchurchsurvey


FAMILY

ERNIE 
AND 
ELNA 
BLOM

OF THE 
WEEK



Ernie is a born and bred Joburgher 
who grew up in Joubert Park and 
went to school at Athlone Boys 
High.

OUR 

FAMILY 
Elna and I have been together for 
twenty years and have been 
married for ��een.

Elna grew up in Vryheid where she 
went to school and then completed 
her studies at Pretoria University 
where she obtain a B.A.Ed. degree 
(but has never taught)  

We have always stayed in and 
around the Parks, �rst in Forest 
Town, then in Saxonwold and now 
in an apartment in Riviera with our 
dog Spencer and cat Ernest 
Hemingway.



Between us we have four children and 
four beautiful grandchildren ranging 
from 3 years to 8 years who often come 
to St Columbus and the Sunday school.

After completing my schooling I entered 
the diamond trade, first as a polisher then 
a factory manager and eventually opened 
my own diamond companies forty years 
ago.

I am currently the 
serving President 
of the World 
Federation of 
Diamond Bourses 
and served in this 
position for ten 
years, the longest 
serving President 
ever and the only 
South African to 
hold this position.



My philosophy has always been to put back into 
life what life has given me, as a result I have 
served as the youngest Vice President of the 
South African Diamond Workers Union, 
Chairman of the Diamond Dealers Club, Diamond 
Council and Chairman of Jewellery Council, South 
African Diamond Precious Metals Regulator and 
our church.

One of our great loves is the outdoors and nature 
and I had the privilege serving as Chairman of the 
Honorary Rangers of the South African National 
Park for seven years. 

Elna is an advanced 
diver, trains regularly 
and loves nature as 
well.

A�er Varsity Elna 
settled in Pretoria and 
not being able to get a 
teaching post entered 
the business world and 
started renting out 
trucks for Imperial 
Truck Hire. 

My other love was 
scuba diving where I 
obtained my Dive 
Master quali�cation, I 
also go to gym 
regularly. 



At the age of 24, and 
pregnant with the �rst 
child she started her own 
diamond Jewellery 
Manufacturing Company 
in Pretoria.
 
Both her children, Carike 
and Wik, went to the 
o�ce with her every day 
until they went to nursey 
school and grandchildren 
are doing the same. 

Twenty years ago she opened an o�ce in 
Johannesburg and regularly sees her 
customers both in Johannesburg and 
Pretoria.

Elna’s great passion is her family, especially 
grandchildren (Alexander, Arianne
Declan and Ani). Elna loves to cook and 
bake for her friends and kids, travelling, 
camping and lately gardening makes her 
happy.

Our 
Connection 
with St. C

I was baptised in the 
Presbyterian Church, 
the 
original                  St 
Georges in Joubert 
Park and eventually 
joined Linden 
Presbyterian Church.

I was also one of the 
founder member of 
the Randpark Ridge 
Congregational 
Church which grew 
out of Linden 
Presbyterian Church.



Elna is also very active in various aspects of the life 
of St. C and is a member of the Board of 
Management and takes care  of  the Church 
maintenance along with Marius Homewood.

Elna grew up in the Dutch Reformed Church and 
was involved in its youth activities.

During my time in Linden I had various portfolios 
namely:    Chairman of the Board of Management 
and Session Clerk.  During this time I become good 
friends with Chunky and Wendy, who were dating 
and were the youth leaders at Linden. 

When we moved into the Parks,  Elna and I started 
looking for a spiritual home and it was only 
natural to come to St. C. where Chucky and Alan 
were the Ministers, Chunky married us in 2005.
 
When we joined St. C. one of my conditions was 
that I wanted no official position and only wanted 
to come to Church on Sundays.

That lasted for two years when Chunky “press 
ganged” me onto the Executive and B.O.M and 
eventually Session Clerk which for me was hugely 
fulfilling and a calling. 

Elna in time become a founder member of the 
Christmas market,    and arranges the Potjiekos 
competition with Nicarela Charity team.

The entertainment committee, which arranges 
church functions etc, is a fun and  happy group of 
people and are part of her friends and  joy. 

 



Because of our international network 
we were aware of the impending crisis 
that would engulf us in South Africa but 
no one could prepare any of us once we 
started to live under the effects of 
lockdown. 

What we missed most was our family and 
friends and to see them whenever we 
wanted.    Then there was a social aspect 
which we took for granted, braais, 
dinners, travel and just being able to go 
and do what we wanted.

Unfortunatly our business which is largely 
international which came to a complete 
halt and is still struggling to recover, but 
we are blessed in that we have come 
through this and it has made us stronger. 

Our 
Situation 
During 
Lockdownn



Unfortunatly our business 
which is largely international 
which came to a complete 
halt and is still struggling to 
recover, but we are blessed in 
that we have come through 
this and it has made us 
stronger. 

During this time Elna became 
a master chef and I specialised 
in washing dishes, making 
beds and housekeeping.

All our committee commitments were done 
via Zoom which became the new normal as 
did our exercise routine which we did 
religiously every day in the bedroom.

We also got to know and appreciate our 
neighbours which we would not have done 
if it was not for lockdown.

Just prior to lockdown we put our house on 
market and used the lockdown period 
productively to pack up the house and 
clandestinely move all the boxes to the 
apartment. 

 For us the 
lockdown 
was 
signi�cant, 
it saved 
Elna’s life.

When the restriction on 
movement eased and 
we could walk outdoors 
we realised something 
was wrong with her as 
she was continuously 
out of breath and dizzy 
especially a�er 
exercising.

A visit to the 
cardiologist 
uncovered a heart 
block which 
necessitated the 
implant of a 
pacemaker.





This lockdown period has brought home 
to Elna and I how blessed we have been 
and we must not, cannot take, anything 
for granted.
 
While we miss the everyday events and 
travelling we soon embraced the 
lockdown life, appreciated the blessing 
we have been given and having to make 
do with less and to reach out to those 
less fortunate than us.

As I mentioned Elna become a master 
chef and baker of note during this period 
and her speciality was baking with 
sourdough.    I in turn learnt very quickly 
to clean up after her and make beds. 

Whilst our zoom services has been 
wonderful and filled a void in our lives 
we desperately miss the Church services, 
the teas afterwards and meeting our 
friends. 
 
 
Going forward we accept that life will 
always throw us a curved ball therefore 
we will no longer take anything for 
granted and we thank the Lord for all 
the blessing he has bestowed upon us. 

Any 
insights 
during this 
period





With love,  your friends at 
St Columba's  

13th September
Gordon Bates

Neels Engelbrecht
Edward Ramsden

Ester Wouters

14th September
Gary Griffiths

Hilda Szmetana
Matthew Young

15th September
Portia Cassels

Gillian (Gill) Francis
Rosemary Kilian
Bryan Limerick

16th September
Alastair Dunn

Mary McKenna
Jeanette Schwegman

17th September

18th September
Ben Schmidt

19th September
Janine Clark-Buchner
Alethea Homewood

Trevor Hull
Judith (Judy) Jackson

Margaret Mackay
Eric Mackeown

Charlotte Samson



LECTIONARY 
READINGS

MONDAY 14TH SEPT 
JOSHUA 3

click here to view

TUESDAY 15TH SEPT
NEHEMIAH 9:9-15

 click here to view click here to view

WEDNESDAY 16TH SEPT
2 KINGS 2:1-18

THURSDAY 17TH SEPT
EXODUS 15:22-27 
click here to view

FRIDAY 18TH SEPT
EXODUS 16:1-21
click here to view click here to view

SATURDAY 19TH SEPT
PSALM 105

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=JOSHUA+3&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=NEHEMIAH+9%3A9-15&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Kings+2%3A1-18&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+15%3A22-27&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+16%3A1-21&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+105&version=NIV


Rev Alistair Anquetil
alistair@stcolumbas.org.za

Keep in touch with the Team

Rev Jaco Bester
jaco@stcolumbas.org.za

Jacqui Bester
jacqui@stcolumbas.org.za

Ann Klemptner
ann@stcolumbas.org.za

Pauline Shelver
pauline@stcolumbas.org.za

Andy White
admin@stcolumbas.org.za



 WE PRAY FOR 
MEMBERS’ 

RELATIVES & 
FRIENDS WHO ARE 

UNWELL



REMEMBER OUR MEMBERS 
AT  HOME WHO NEED OUR 

PRAYERS

Tony Black, Marie Morris, Carol Honeywill,  Carmen Atteridge,  

 Jo Burger,  Baby Palesa, Lanya Stanek,  Wendy Pote, 

 Lizzie Staughton- Clark, David Hume,  Gill Marshall, 

Kristine Sishi, Mary Livonius, Margaret Gaul,  Peter Auld,  

 Marie Harding, Terry Squires,  Rosemary (Rose) Grace,  

 Justine Nel,  Margaret Mackay,  Jenny van Dongen,  

 Patricia Hampshire,   Jean Wood , Rae Mac Leod,   

 Joanna MacKay,  Nancy Kelly,  

 Oswald (Ossie) Boje,  Irene Duley,  Hugh and Esme Arnott, 

 Mary McKenna Inga Sellick, Anne Geldenhuys, 

 Sue Robertson,   Jim Mcintosh,  Annette Samson,  

 Jack Forbes,  Lorna Greenwood,  Maureen Dott, 

 Peter Visser,  Iris Fair,  

 Bronwen Hampshire,   Kit Bradford, Doug Shaddock, 

 Penny Shaddock,  Adri Mauff, 

Doug Du Bourg,  Dot Montgomery,  Ann Klemptner,  

 Vic Mc Culloch, Doug Anderson,  Margie Varney, 

 Coral Stewart,  Charles Bester,  Judy Jackson



SARAH BOLTON - Mum, Gran and Great Granny of  Breggie, Jaco, Jacqui, Miqeul 

Ryan, Emily, Sarah, and Luke Bester

 ANDRE VAN DER WALT - friend of   Etienne Jaques

 

TANDI MEIKLE – family of Maureen Dott

 

DOTT KRUGER – friend of Moira Robinson

 

HUGH JAMES & CLAIRE PERKIN –   family of  Gill Forbes

ANN BROOKS AND SCOTTY NAUGHTIN - mum and brother of AJ and Brenda 

Brooks

PHYLLIS BAKER  - mum of Carol Ronaldson

MALENIE BRUWER – friend of Dale Hastings

 

TIM CRANKSHAW – son-in-law of   Gill Fairlamb

 

STAYSEY REYMOND AND CORRIE — friend and mum of Elna and Ernie Blom

RENEE AND HANS FIKKERT, JEAN AND JOHN ALLISON AND JOYCE LOCKHART – 

friends of Tricia Llewellyn

 

ANNIE & CHRIS’S DAUGHTER, SASKIA -  friends of  Doug &amp;  Zoe Howie

KELSI AND DYLAN PEEL – children of Juanita Peel

WONDERA OLIVIER – friend of Juliet Hofmeyr

LAN, DEBBIE AND BABY LILAH – relatives of Tania Hofmeyr



CARYN LASS, WAYNE MORRISON, AND PAT BURKETT  –  daughter 
and friends of Jill Nimmo
 
ANTON LAMPRECHT, HANLIE THERON - friends of  Riebeek 
& Liaan vd Spuy.
 
DOUG & JANET DRYSDALE AND THEIR FAMILY, COLIN BARLOW, 
PIERS GOODALL  AND ROB & JILL CLARKE  - friends of John Hare
 
HILARY, JOHN AND ANGELICA MORFORD, MARY JAGER AND 
JAMES REBELLO  - friends of Alison Prentice
 
VIVIENNE, PATRICK & ASHLEY O’BRIEN, ANSA BASSON 
&  FRED BARLOW  - family & friends of Nancy Kelly
 
SHONA ATTERIDGE - sister-in-law of Peter and Linda Atteridge
 
VALERIE STEWART – daughter-in-law of  Lesley Stewart
 
JUSTINE, NOA AND EMELIA REARDON, DAVID, MARY & MIKE 
SHELLETO, DOUGLAS & MADELAINE BURNS – family & friends of 
Rosella Robertson
 
MIRANDA &  GRAHAME WILKINSON – daughter and  son-in-law 
Marian Hill
 
SALLY DANSEY – family of Wendy Gardiner
 
ANDRE VAN DER WALT - friend of  Etienne Jaques
 
KERRY HORWOOD, LOUISE & DENZIL MCGLASHAN , GERALD 
BOUCHER & GAIL ROBERTS – family and  friend of  Andy & Lyn 
White
 
JACQUI WILSON - daughter-in-law of Margie Wilson
 
KERYN NORMAN –  granddaughter of Joan Brown
 
DYLAN SAKS – grandson of John & Val  van Dyk
 
YVONNE JAQUES – friend of Kevin Kraak

 HAYDEN  & BRIAN DOWDALL, GAIL CAMPBELL, CHANTEL 
ROBERTSON NOSWORTHY AND FAMILY - friends of Devora Anquetil

 



LIZ DE KLERK - mum of Dale De Klerk
 
PETER HAMILTON AND BRIAN RODE  -  family of Graham  and Linda 
Hamilton and son of Brenda Rode.
 
SANDRA STENEKER  & CONNOR BEAMISH, ROD AND ROSE 
FINLAY  AND MARGE BRUCE –family and friends of Yvonne Gann
 
KEN WYMAN, JACQUI ROBERT CAMPBELL, LITTLE ANDRE 
AMBROSE & FAMILY, GRETA’S SON AND GRANDSON - family & 
friends of Jack &  Gael Forbes
 
GRANT BENNETTS, CATHY ROCHER AND ETHNE GEOGHAGAN 
-  friend of the Deans
 
JESS MILLER, GORDON FRASER & TEAGAN – daughter &  friends  of 
Janet and Rory Miller
 
ASHLEY STEPHENS - granddaughter of Joy Stephens
 
PAT RANDELL – family of Robyn Milton
 
DEBBIE SYMES – friend of  Desiree Nimmo
 
DAWN WYBROW– niece of Lorna Wybrow
 
PAT RANDELL – family of Robyn Milton
 
MARCEL KAPP – friend of Jane Ballot
 
GEORGIA SHELVER & ROBERT HOFMEYR – mum and friend of Clive 
and  Pauline Shelver
 
GREGORY SHAVE – friend of Laurence Gaul
 
DANNY ADAMS – family of Rona Lobban
 
CHRISTIANA DIONISIO – friend of  Wendy Challis
 
 
 



SHANE BACON –friend of Jenny Mansfield

AYANDA SISHI – daughter of Kristine Sishi

ELAINE LOUVERDIS – mum of Lee-Ann Louverdis

ALISON SCHEURER – daughter of Charles and Mavis Dewar

FLORRIE ESTERHUIZEN – aunt of  Desiree Nimmo

GERRY BALICH, & ULLA – friends of Tilly Wood 

ESME AND HAZEL NAUDE, PAT CASSIM AND MARTIN BOTHA 
-  friends of Geoff & Marianne Van Heerden

TERRICK LA COMBRE AND HIS WIFE KERRY AND THEIR LITTLE 
CHILDREN - brother and  sister-in-law of Jacqui Bester

VIN AND MARY BAXTER – family of  Jean Gaydon

LINDA, WESLEY STOLARCZYK & YVONNE GEHLIG – family & friends 
of Barbara McCoy

ANNELI BATES AND SHARON  MURDOCK – sister and friend of Bruce 
and Hermina Patton
 
GAYNOR AND BRUCE HASTIE - friends of  St Columba's
 
ALYSON LACY, SIMON ALLEN, ROY & DENISE KEMP, COLIN DE JAGER 
AND BIDDY LACY – relatives & friends of Patrick & Genevieve Lacy

ANTHONY TEN BRINK – nephew of Wilma Ten Brink

MARGIE MAKER - beloved wife of Alan Maker

CINDY SPENCER - relation of Barry & Liz Sanders
 
KIRSTEN BIHL, GEOFFREY BIHL, LAURIAN GOODWIN  – children of 
Fred & Clarissa Bihl



N E E D I N G  H E L P ?

 
 

WE ARE  AWARE  THAT  DUR ING THESE  TRY ING T IMES  
SOME OF  YOU MAY BE  STRUGGL ING TO PUT  

SUFF IC IENT  FOOD 
 ON THE  TABLE  FOR  YOUR FAMILY.  

I F  YOU F IND YOURSELF  
IN  TH IS  POS IT ION ,  PLEASE  CONTACT  US  AT  

ADMIN@STCOLUMBAS .ORG .ZA .  

YOUR  EMAIL  WILL     BE  TREATED AS  STR ICTLY  
CONF IDENT IAL .











https://www.facebook.com/StCparkview/
https://www.instagram.com/stcolumbasparkview/
https://www.stcolumbaschurch.co.za/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCK7fhkAyF77237Nedb6P4yg?view_as=subscriber


As the proper stewardship of your money is very 
important to us, we will assume that any amount we 
receive from you will be accounted for �rstly as part of 
your pledge and therea�er, or if you haven’t pledged, as 
a donation or plate o�ering. If your contribution is 
towards a special project, please indicate so in the 
reference block on the instruction to the bank or zapper.

 
Bank Details:
Standard Bank, Rosebank 
Branch 004305, 
Account: 001948776
Name: St. Columba's 
Presbyterian Church 

CALLED TO AN EVER MORE FAITHFUL SERVICE 
OF THE GOSPEL, AT ST COLUMBA’S WE SEEK 
TO DRAW PEOPLE INTO A MORE MEANINGFUL 
RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST


